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The aim of the CLIC (Compact Linear Collider) Study is to investigate the feasibility of a high
luminosity, multi-TeV linear e+e- collider. CLIC is based on a two-beam method, in which a high
current drive beam is decelerated to produce 30 GHz RF power needed for high-gradient acceleration
of the main beam running parallel to it.  To demonstrate the outstanding feasibility issues of the
scheme a new CLIC Test Facility, CTF3, is being constructed at CERN by an international
collaboration.  In its final configuration CTF3 will consist of a 150 MeV drive beam linac followed
by a 42 m long delay loop and an 84 m combiner ring. The installation will include a 30 GHz high
power test stand, a representative CLIC module and a test decelerator.  The first part of the linac was
installed and commissioned with beam in 2003. The first issue addressed was the generation and
acceleration of a high-current drive beam in the "full beam loading" condition where RF power is
converted into beam power with an efficiency of more than 90 %. The full beam loading operation
was successfully demonstrated with the nominal beam current of 3.5 A.  A variety of beam
measurements have been performed, showing good agreement with expectations.
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